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MAIDENHILL SCHOOL 

 

  INDEPENDENT STUDY POLICY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

PURPOSE 

1. The aim of Maidenhill’s Independent Study Policy is to promote learning beyond the school 
day as an essential part of good education. We believe that independent study not only 
reinforces classroom learning, it also helps students to develop skills and attitudes that they 
will need for successful lifelong learning. It should support the development of independent 
learning skills, including the habits of enquiry and investigation, and should help to foster the 
role of parents/carers as co-educators of their sons/daughters. We will make every effort to 
combat disadvantage, for example by considering the need for after-school study support 
with access to resources such as ICT the Library, Learning Hub and other designated rooms 
to help support students through the successful completion of independent study.. 

 

2. The policy refers to commitments made in the home-school agreement, and also relates to 
the curriculum policy, the learning policy and to the assessment for learning and reporting 
policy.  

 

 

DEFINITIONS 

3.  

Independent Study Tasks (ISTs) are regular tasks set for students in both Key Stage 3 and 

Key Stage 4.  They are usually designed to take approximately 30 minutes each but will vary in 

length.  These tasks should also include regular and active revision in preparation for formal 

assessments to be completed in exam conditions in each subject.    

 

Independent study does not need to be done at home.  Students are encouraged to stay at 

school to complete their work at Independent Study Zone or Study Support Group.  
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The amount of time each student spends on independent study will vary throughout the year.  
However, key stage 3 students should spend a minimum of 1 hour a day and key stage 4 
students should spend a minimum 1 ½ hours a day engaged in  learning activities away from 
the classroom.  This will, for the most part, be in the form of independent study set by a 
classroom teacher.  However, we also encourage parents to support the education of their 
son/daughter by providing educational opportunities away from the classroom as a regular 
supplement to school work(see part 10) 

 

Independent study is set in line with the checklist below.  Independent study should be:  

RELEVANT- Independent study tasks are linked to learning done in the lesson or to learning in 

next lesson 

RECORDED- Independent study tasks are recorded and all students are given time in the 

lesson to write instructions in planners during the lesson 

REASONABLE- Independent study tasks are challenging for all students and accessible for 

those who need support in the time given 

RESOURCED- Independent study tasks are set with appropriate resources or guidance on how 

to access resources 

REWARDED- Independent study tasks are consistently rewarded 

 

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES  

4.   The Headteacher and Senior Leadership Team will: 

 produce a schedule for independent study and distribute it to teachers at the start of the 
year ; 

  implement and monitor the Independent Study Policy. 

 

5.  Subject Leaders will: 

 plan and lead independent study that both supports and extends students’ 
understanding of the curriculum; 

 regularly monitor and evaluate the setting and quality of independent study in their 
subject in line with the monitoring and evaluation schedule; 

 check and monitor that all independent study tasks are recorded using Show My 
Homework to enable ‘on line’ access by students and parents; 

 work with the subject teacher to establish appropriate interventions for students who find 
independent study difficult; 

 respond to any parental concerns quickly and appropriately. 

 

6.  Subject teachers will: 

 set independent study tasks and projects according to the independent study timetable 
and marked in accordance with the Assessment for Learning and Reporting Policy and 
in line with the “5 Rs” checklist (see part 3); 

 set all independent study though our on-line system (currently Show My Homework) to 
enable on-line access by students and parents 
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 set tasks that are clearly linked to the curriculum and are designed to support every 
student in making good or better progress; 

 set independent study that helps develop students’ revision skills; 

 clearly explain each task/project to students so they understand the success criteria and  
purpose for each one; 

 ensure that every student records both the details of the task and the completion date in 
their planners; 

 set appropriate and fair deadlines to enable each student to plan their work effectively; 

 intervene appropriately if students fail to complete independent study in line with the 
behaviour for learning policy; 

 respond to any parental concerns quickly and appropriately. 

 

 

7.  Tutors will: 

 monitor students’ effective use of their planners; 

 monitor students’ completion of independent study and work with students, teachers, 
parents and learning community leaders to address any issues as appropriate; 

 respond to any parental concerns quickly and appropriately; 

 sign the planner every week. 

 

8.  Learning Community Leaders will: 

 monitor and support tutors in their team with regards to their responsibilities around 
independent study; 

 monitor the setting of independent study through planner checks according to the 
monitoring and evaluation calendar; 

 liaise with parents and subject teachers/leaders regarding independent study issues and 
intervene where appropriate. 

 

9.  Students will: 

 bring their planner to school every day; 

 record independent learning tasks/projects in their planner  including the completion 
date, even if further details are written in another place e.g. an exercise book; 

 take responsibility for their own understanding of independent study  tasks and ask for 
further help if necessary; 

 demonstrate a commitment to spending an allocated time completing the tasks set; 

 take responsibility for catching up on missed work due to absence; 

 hand in their work by the recorded deadline; 

 take a pride in their work and improve it if required to by a teacher. 
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10.  Parents will be expected to: 

 provide an appropriate place where independent study can be completed or encourage 
the student to use school facilities; 

 encourage their son/daughter with their independent study and praise them on 
completion; 

 monitor independent study and inform the relevant member of staff  if there are 
concerns; 

 make it clear to students that they value independent study and support the school in 
explaining how it can help them to progress; 

 sign and check the planner every week; 

 Educate their son/daughter away from school through, for example, educational trips, 
creative activities, learning about current affairs/world events, reading newspapers, 
novels and reference books etc. This form of ‘independent learning’ should be a regular 
supplement to tasks/projects set in school. 

 

11.  The Governing Body will: 

 agree the Independent Study Policy and keep its operation under review. 

 

 

 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR MONITORING AND EVALUATION 

12.  Subject Leaders and Learning Community Leaders will monitor independent study by 
checking teacher planning, carrying out work scrutiny and checking student planners in 
accordance with agreed procedures.  

13.  On an annual basis, a sample of parents/carers and students will be asked for their views 
on the effectiveness of the current practice, and the leadership team will review the 
effectiveness of this policy. 

14.  The Governing Body or its Quality and Standards Committee will receive an annual report 
from the Assistant Headteacher that includes the outcomes of sampling and feedback from the 
surveys of students and parents. 

 
 


